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BWP has implemented 4 activities in March 2014. Among them two was under
core program, one was on Country Consultation on SDG in the Water for Post
2015 Phase II and last one was the Regional Workshop under WACREP.
1. Training on Capacity Building for Climate Change Adaptation
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Bangladesh every year through its local
partner agencies such as Institute of
Water Modelling (IWM).
In this year it conducted a 5 day training

Participants receiving certificate.

program on ‘Capacity Building for Climate Change Adaptation’ from March 9-13, 2014.
The training was attended by 14 mid-level professionals from 7 different local
stakeholder agencies viz. Bangladesh Water Development Board [BWDB], Local
Government Engineering Department [LGED], Bangladesh Agricultural Research
Council [BARC], Department of Agricultural Extension [DAE], NGO Forum for Public

Health, Department of Public Health Engineering [DPHE] and Water Resources Planning
Organization [WARPO] took part in the training program. The training program included
15 lecture sessions each comprising of a full one-hour deliberation by resource persons
drawn from local experts covering various vital issues such as Agriculture & Food
Security, Water Supply & Sanitation, Infrastructure & Flood Management, Gender,
Mainstreaming and

Cross-Cutting issues. The entire lecture series included

contributions from 20 experts from various sectors.
The inaugural and closing sessions of the training program was graced by the VicePresident of BWP Dr K Azharul Haque, Vice President BWP and eminent agricultural
scientist & former Managing Director of Dhaka Water Supply & Sewerage Authority
[DWASA] and presided over by Prof Dr M Monowar Hossain, Executive Director, IWM &
former Professor, Water Resources Engineering & Dean Civil Engineering Faculty,
Bangladesh University of Engineering & Technology [BUET]. The occasion were also
addressed by Dr A F M Afzal Hossain, PEng., Deputy Executive Director, Planning &
Development, IWM. The training program was coordinated by Mr. Saad Siddiqui, PEng.,
Principal Specialist & Head, Human Resources Development [HRD], IWM and support
services facilitated by Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan, Manager, HRD, IWM. The participants were
all awarded with certificates at the concluding session of the training program.

2. National Consultation on the Sustainable Development Goal and Target for
Water in the Post-2015 Development Agenda – Phase II

The Bangladesh National Consultation on the Sustainable Development Goal and Target
for Water

in the Post-2015 Development Agenda – Phase II organized by Bangladesh

Water Partnership (BWP) was held on 15 March 2014 at Dhaka.

The number of participants was sixty-two representing the government and semigovernment agencies, universities, research organizations and NGOs involved in the
water sector. The present consultation is a follow-up of the earlier consultation held in
the last year on water in the Post-2015 Development Agenda. The many of the
participants attended the earlier consultation in 2013.

The day-long National Consultations
had two sessions. The morning
session started with a welcome
address

and

a

power-point

presentation entitled “A Potential
Global Goal for Water: National
Consultations”.

This

presentation

was followed by four background
papers entitled: i) “Status of Drinking,
Sanitation

and

Hygiene

in

Bangladesh and future needs”, ii)
“Status of Water Pollution and Water
Quality in Bangladesh and future needs”, (iii) “Status of Water Resources and Water
Governance in Bangladesh and future needs” and iv) “Status of Water Related Disasters
in Bangladesh and future needs”. Afterwards, the participants took part in an open
discussion on the papers presented, supplemented by their personal opinions.
In the afternoon session, the group discussions took place on i) “The setting of
sustainable development goal and target for water for Bangladesh in the Post-2015
Development Agenda” and ii) “The implications of the proposed targets”. This was
followed by group presentations and open discussion on the group observations. The
group discussions were centred around water resources management, water governance,
water-related disasters, water supply, sanitation, waste water and water quality.

3. OBSERVED WORLD WATER DAY
Bangladesh National Committee of ICID (BANCID) observed the World Water Day 2014
and held a Seminar in this occasion on “Water and Energy” on 22 March, 2014. The

event was observed under the
guidance of Ministry of Water
Resources in association with
Bangladesh

Water

Development Board (BWDB),
Center for Environmental and
Geographic

Information

Services (CEGIS), Institute of
Water Modelling (IWM) and
Bangladesh Water Partnership
(BWP), Dhaka on Saturday, 22
March, 2014. Eminent Water
Experts and Engineers from
different government and non government organizations, Academicians, representatives
from NGO’s, attended the Seminar. A special supplement containing message from
honourable Minister, honourable State Minister and Secretary of the Ministry of Water
Resources, Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh was published in two
well circulated national dailies “The Daily Ittefaq” and "The Daily Star" on 22 March, 2014.
Mr. Muhammad Nazrul Islam, Bir Protik, MP, honourable State Minister, Ministry of
Water Resources, Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh graced the
occasion as Chief Guest. Dr. Zafar Ahmed Khan, Secretary, Ministry of Water Resources,
Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh attended the seminar as Special
Guest. The Seminar was chaired by Mr. Md. Shahidur Rahman, Director General,
Bangladesh Water Development Board (BWDB) and Chairman, BANCID.
Honourable Chief Guest of the seminar Mr. Muhammad Nazrul Islam, Bir Protik, M.P.,
State Minister, Ministry of Water Resources, Government of the People’s Republic of
Bangladesh during launched the New Global Strategy: towards

2020 of the Global

Water Partnership (GWP).
Two papers related to the theme of the Seminar were presented in the seminar, one by
Mr. Md. Waji Ullah, Executive Director, Center for Environmental and Geographic
Information Services (CEGIS) and the other by Dr. M. Monowar Hossain, Executive
Director, Institute of Water Modeling (IWM).

Three distinguished discussants discussed on the presentation of the paper and the

theme of the occasion. Mr. Md. Shahidur Rahman, Director General, Bangladesh Water
Development Board (BWDB) and Chairman, BANCID conducted the discussions. The
designated Discussants were (i) Dr. Umme Kulsum Navera, Professor, Department of
Water Resources Engineering, Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology
(BUET), (ii) Dr. Sultan Ahmed, Director, Department of Environment, iii) Dr. K. Azharul
Haq, Former Managing Director, Dhaka WASA and Vice President, Bangladesh Water
Partnership (BWP). Besides, many participants took part in the open discussions and
expressed their valuable comments and observations.

The following observations and recommendations emerged from the Seminar:
1. It is observed that life and livelihood of the millions of people of Bangladesh have
been revolving around waters of the rivers in Bangladesh over the ages. Due to
geographical location,

Bangladesh is the lowest riparian of the three mighty

rivers viz the Ganges, the Brahmaputra, and the Meghna.. The total catchment
area of these rivers is about 1.72 million sq km of which only 7% lies in
Bangladesh. The water availabilities in Bangladesh varies significantly during
monsoon and dry season. Bangladesh experiences flood during monsoon and
serious water scarcity during dry season. Being lower riparian country of the
Ganges, Brahmaputra and Meghna river basins, Bangladesh has no control over
its water resources and it alone cannot manage its water resources. Sustainable
development of water resources of Bangladesh depends on equitable sharing
and basin-wide management of its rivers.

2. The seminar noted that there exists tremendous potential for development of
water resources and hydro-power in this region. Joint projects in the regional
countries could be undertaken for flow augmentation in dry season's flow and
hydro-power development which could help increase food production, improve
navigation facilities, fish production, riverine eco-system and overall environment
of the region.
3. The Seminar expressed its view that top priority should be given for constructive
and meaningful dialogue with the neighbouring countries in order to receive
Bangladesh's due shares of water of the common rivers and resolve all water
related issues. It also recommends that necessary means and measures should
be undertaken to manage the water resources of the country in a comprehensive,

integrated and equitable manner and undertake essential steps for basin-wide
planning for development of water resources of the International rivers.
4. The Ganges Barrage Project should be implemented on an urgent basis in order
to utilize the water meaningfully which is being received under the provision of the
Ganges Water Treaty of 1996.
5. Rain water harvesting schemes should be implemented especially in the coastal
areas of Bangladesh.

6. Projects for utilization of river water should be planned in such a manner that
those do not affect the environmental flow for sustenance of river ecosystem.

7. The seminar recommended for establishment of RBO's in the Ganges and the
Brahmaputra river basins towards integrated water resources management.

8. During planning and implementation of water management projects in
Bangladesh, especially in the coastal areas, the climate change effects are to be
considered with regard to coastal land accretion, erosion, changes to shore line,
sea beach, navigability, port and harbor, wet land, safety to coastal cities like
drainage, flooding, salinity, sewage and water supply etc.
9. It was opined in the seminar that coordinated, coherent and concerted policies
and management plans should be undertaken for sustainable development of
water resources and energy.
10. The seminar recommended to explore the possibilities of energy generation from
renewable resources like water, wave, solar, wind etc.

11. It was recommended that there is a need for the development of water and
energy through ecosystem conservation by ensuring five R concepts i.e. Recycle,
Refuse, Reduce, Reuse and Reform.

The seminar ended with vote of thanks from the chair.
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Barrister Anisul Islam Mahmud, Hon’ble Minister for Water Resources
addressing as Chief Guest in the workshop.

including Impending Climate Change Impacts’ on 28-29 March 2014 at BRAC Centre
INN, Dhaka.

The purpose of the workshop was to share lessons, knowledge and experiences for best
utilization of available water resources in the in South Asia delta region under impending
climate impacts.
Barrister Anisul Islam Mahmud, Hon’ble Minister for Water Resources, Government of
the People's Republic of Bangladesh graced the occasion as Chief Guest. Dr. Zafar
Ahmed Khan, Secretary, Ministry of Water Resources, Mr. Md Shahidur Rahman,
Director General, BWDB and Ms. Priyanka Dissanayake, Regional Coordinator, GWPSAS, Sri Lanka graced the occasion as Special Guests. Mr. Shahidul Hassan, President,
Bangladesh Water Partnership preside over the inaugural session of the event. Dr. K.
Azharul Haq, Vice- President, Bangladesh Water Partnership welcomed all in the
Workshop while Prof. Dr. M. Monowar Hossain, Executive Director, Institute of Water
Modelling presented detail overview on the workshop theme.

Speaking as the Chief Guest, Barrister Anisul Islam Mahmud said no country can resolve
the water problems alone. So, all basin countries should share their experience and
knowledge to manage the water related issues in South Asia. He said the three major
rivers of the region—Ganges, Brahmaputra and Meghna - have created Bangladesh.
The Ganges, Brahmaputra and Meghna rivers discharge about two billion tons of

sediment loads into the Bay of Bengal each year, he said, adding that deforestation in
the upper riparian countries and other development activities are producing enormous
sediment loads that flow to Bay of Bengal affecting Bangladesh.

The Water Resources Minister said, “Without managing the sediments, we cannot
manage our water resources in Bangladesh…unless we’re careful about our water and
water management, we cannot ensure our food security.” He stressed the need for
sharing data and related information on water and sediment of common rivers aiming to
help each other in properly addressing water problems in the region.
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Rahman said, Bangladesh is a disaster-prone country. Disasters like tropical cyclones,
storm surges, coastal erosion, floods, droughts and saline water encroachment in the
coast are common problems almost in every year. These are likely to be further
aggravated by climate change.

IWM Executive Director Prof. Dr. M. Monowar Hossain said that over population in South
Asia is a serious problem in recent time and this result in severe stress on natural
resources management as climate change has become a major concern. He stressed for
adaptive measures to increase resiliencies of the Delta and Delta community. Mitigation
measures where feasible should also be practiced.

Experts from India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Nepal and Bangladesh presented papers in the
technical sessions of the workshop. The workshop was attended by high officials,
experts and decision makers from the relevant ministries, development partners,
representatives from different government and non-government organizations

